
 

Gas price fluctuations spur Americans to use transit more 
Ohio agencies seeing increases across the board 
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(DAYTON, OHIO) May 29, 2012… What happens to public transportation ridership when gas prices spike, 
then drop, then rise again? According to a just-released analysis from the American Public Transportation 
Association (APTA) and Building America’s Future (BAF), nationwide public transportation systems will 
add nearly 200 million new trips this year, even as per gallon gas prices fluctuate. The groups used 
historical trends and independent research data to make the prediction. 
 
In Ohio, ridership figures show similar trends. While Greater Dayton RTA measured a slight overall 
ridership increase last month, overall, its year-to-date ridership is up 6.2%, according to Ridership 
Developer Nathan Owens. And April was the twelfth month in a row that Dayton experienced a ridership 
increase. 
 
Similarly, Cleveland’s RTA saw a 2.9% ridership increase in April alone, or approximately 93,000 rides, 
compared to April in 2011. Cleveland has experienced long-term ridership growth for 13 consecutive 
months. Total ridership in Cleveland was 3.9 million riders last month alone. In Lima, ridership soared 
6.9% in 2011 after the agency added service hours and modified routes. 
 
In the first quarter of 2012, Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority experienced a 13% increase in adult 
and senior citizen ridership and a 17% increase in paratransit ridership. Perhaps more notably, the 
Wilmington Transit System is on pace to match the 132,000 passenger trips provided in 2011, despite the 
many jobs lost in that area, including those caused by the departure of mega-employer DHL. 
 
“Certainly Ohio residents, already suffering from high unemployment, have also endured unstable gas 
prices. Many obviously have turned to public transit for a viable, affordable transportation option,” said 
Mark Donaghy, OPTA President and Greater Dayton RTA’s Executive Director.  
 
Though improvements are occurring, local and national transit officials are calling on Washington to put 
into place long-term solutions to respond to the increasing desire for public transportation. 
 
“The volatility of gas prices continues to highlight the vital need for our nation’s leaders to provide long-
term solutions to the increasing demand for public transportation,” said APTA President & CEO Michael 
Melaniphy.  
 
Melaniphy called upon Congress to act now to handle the added challenge and to recognize the need to 
ramp up support for expansion of the nation’s transit infrastructure since high demand puts pressure on 
the system. 
 
“Public transportation is the backbone, not only of our big cities, but also our smaller cities as well. This is 
not the time to do less; it’s the time to do more,” said BAF Co-Chair Ed Rendell. Rendell noted that road 
congestion is reaching intolerable levels. 
  

IMPROVING LIFE IN OHIO EVERY DAY 
 

From a four-bus system in Athens to Greater Cleveland RTA, the largest bus fleet which includes a rail 
system, Ohio’s public transportation provides opportunities, choices, freedom and mobility for Ohioans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


